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Systems Involved with Child Psychotherapy 
 
 
 
 

Dysfunctions in 
the Psychological 
Connection 
System results in 
psychological 
loneliness and 
social alienation, 
which acts as a 
foundational cause 
for much child 
(and human) 
protest behavior. 

Repair of the 
 relationship 
  after  a breech  
 will strengthen 
the psychological 
connection 

Breech in mutual 
intent breaks 
connection 

Communicated Authority 
• Adults can earn and lose 

Authority Points 
• Adults can keep authority 

points with consequences 
• Consequences communicate 

authority, they don’t teach 

Social Dialogue  

1. Identify Child Motivation 

2. Nest Child Motivation in 
the Social Context 

3. Negotiate a Mutual 
Intention 

Psychological Connection  
• Registers the Intention of 

others 
• Promotes social cooperation 

and socially responsible 
behavior 

• Dysfunctions in connection 
system are experienced as 
psychological loneliness and 
social alienation 

Dialogue fosters 
attunement and    
promotes connection 

The Social Dialogue and Communicated Authority Systems are interwoven into our social exchanges to 
communicate the Intent-to-Understand, the Intent-of-Interest, and caregiver competence to keep safe 


